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SCHOOLS — LEAD CONTAMINATION 
409. Mr W.R. MARMION to the Minister for Health: 
I note concerns raised by experts from both the Perth Children’s Hospital task force and the ChemCentre regarding 
the risk of lead in schools and the government’s refusal, to date, to conduct thorough testing to understand the 
public health risk. 
Will the government immediately begin the testing of drinking water in schools? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for the question. Obviously, given some of the commentary yesterday, I can understand the 
reason it is a point of some interest. I would point out to the member that it is not actually the Chief Health Officer’s 
role to undertake the testing. That testing would be undertaken by the appropriate agency or department—in this 
case, the Department of Education. My understanding is that the Minister for Education and Training is right on 
top of the issue and having direct discussions with both the chief executive officer of ChemCentre and the acting 
Chief Health Officer. 
It invites the question that the opposition should somehow all of a sudden become concerned with the issue of 
water quality in schools when it had been in control of these schools for the last eight and a half years. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr R.H. COOK: Apart from the fact that that question should be directed to the minister — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: It is the Chief Health Officer’s job. 

Mr R.H. COOK: No, it is not; that is what the opposition does not understand. It is not the Chief Health Officer’s 
job.  
Dr M.D. Nahan: He’s responsible for the quality of water!  
Mr R.H. COOK: No, he is not. That is what the opposition does not understand. Apart from the fact that the 
question should be directed to the Minister for Education and Training, I suspect that the member for Nedlands 
should otherwise be directing the question to the former Minister for Education. 
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